42                       Reply to Objections II

It is indeed clear that no one possesses such certainty in those
cases where there is the very least confusion and obscurity in our
perception; for this obscurity, of whatsoever sort it be, is sufficient
to make us doubt here. In matters perceived by sense alone, how-
ever clearly, certainty does not exist, because we have often noted
that error can occur in sensation, as in the instance of the thirst of
the dropsical man, or when one who is jaundiced sees snow as yellow;
for he sees it thus with no less clearness and distinctness than we
see it as white. If, then, any certitude does exist, it remains that
it must be found only in the clear perceptions of the intellect.

But of these there are some so evident and at the same time so
simple, that in their case we never doubt about believing them true:
e.g. that I, while I think, exist; that what is once done cannot be
undone, and other similar truths, about which clearly we can possess
this certainty. For we cannot doubt them unless we think of them;
but we cannot think of them without at the same time believing
them to be true, the position taken up1. Hence we can never doubt
them without at the same time believing them to be true; i.e. we
can never doubt them.

No difficulty is caused by the objection that we have often found
that others have been deceived in matters which they believed they
alone knew clearly'1. For we have never noticed that this has
occurred, nor could anyone find it to occur with these persons who
have sought to draw the clearness of their vision from the intellect
alone, but only with those who have made either the senses or some
erroneous preconception the source from which they derived that
evidence.

Again there is no difficulty though some one feign that the truth
appear false to God or to an Angel, because the evidence of our
perception does not allow us to pay any attention to such a fiction.

There are other matters that are indeed perceived very clearly
by our intellect, when we attend sufficiently closely to the reasons
on which our knowledge of them depends, and hence we cannot then
be in doubt about them; but since we can forget those reasons, and
yet remember the conclusions deduced from them, the question is
. raised whether we can entertain the same firm and immutable
certainty as to these conclusions, during the time that we recollect
that they have been deduced from first principles that are evident;
for this remembrance must be assumed in order that they may be

1  Ut assumptum est, L. V., comme je viens de dire, F. V.

2  Of. Obj.n. p. 27, par. 3.